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OVERVIEW 

Charlottesville Waldorf School launched our Beyond the Classroom: Distance Learning on March 23rd, 2020,  
in response to national events and the Virginia State mandated school closures for the remainder of the 2019-
2020 school year. As strange as it seems, online lesson delivery is our reality for the remainder of the current 
school year. In the wake of national events, this educational approach gives us the opportunity to practice and 
inspire learning in new ways. Distance Learning at Charlottesville Waldorf provides Waldorf curriculum in a 
blended way, utilizing both online platforms and physical packets from school for children to use in their daily 
lessons.   Both early childhood and grades parents & students will have physical materials provided to use along 
with robust online lessons, instructions and resources from teachers.  

While the delivery may look different from the outside, the heart of our curriculum remains intact within the 
lessons, songs, stories, science experiments, handwork, and language study offered.  Our faculty is dedicated 
to continuing an engaging education for all students. As with any new program, we ask for your patience as we 
address any glitches. We have carefully developed schedules, instructional plans, and remote class management 
to best support students and parents. We have already implemented the use of surveys and teachers are closely 
communicating with and receiving feedback from families. CWS will adjust our Distance Learning plan 
accordingly, as needs manifest and change. If you have questions or feedback for administration, please contact 
Anne Coyner at cwsoffice@cwaldorf.org.

CURRICULUM DELIVERY PLATFORMS 

CWS will deliver an online curriculum to all students 
using the following platforms: 

Google Classroom 

• An individual “classroom” has been set up for each 
grade, along with additional for Specialty Classes 
as needed 

• Weekly lesson plans and daily lessons will be 
posted in Google Classrooms, with content in 
document, audio, and/or video format

• Parent & Child, Early Childhood, and Elementary 
Grades Google Classrooms will be accessed by 
parents, using the email address on file with the 
school

• Middle School students have been assigned a 
cwaldorf.org email address to access their Google 
Classrooms

• Google Classroom tends to work best on devices 
using the GC app. Classrooms can also be accessed 
through browsers (Chrome appears to be the most 
effective) on devices and computers

• A video introduction to using Google Classroom is 
posted on the Distance Learning page on the CWS 
website

Video Conference

• Zoom: meetings will be scheduled by teachers with 
links provided via email or Google Calendar

• Google Meet: Meetings will be scheduled by 
teachers with links provided via email, Google 
Classroom, and Google Calendar

• While these are currently the main platforms we 
have used for video conferencing, this is subject to 
change

ACCESSING LESSON PLANS

All grades students or parents of younger students will 
sign into their Google Classroom daily via email in 
order to receive instructions and lessons.  Teachers will 
post work to Google Classroom under “Classwork” 
and it will also show up in the “Stream” tab. 

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS:

Early Childhood

• All parents will receive a weekly Lesson Plan 
overview, along with several other curriculum 
offerings each week

• Craft and activity packets will be sent home bi-
weekly on Packet Pick-up days



Grade School Students

• Students will receive a weekly overview for their 
program or class, along with daily updates posted 
as needed, including information about daily 
assignments or other expectations. 

• Parents (or age-appropriate students) will be 
expected to sign into their Google account daily, 
and follow instructions from their teacher.

TIPS FOR LEARNING AT HOME

• Help your child(ren) create a rhythm for learning. 
The rhythm will vary depending on their age but 
could include getting dressed each morning ready 
to sign in or starting your day with time outside.

• Set up a clear work area in your home for your 
child(ren) to do schoolwork.

• Set boundaries around technology use—encourage 
breaks, switch off the computer during breaks and 
lunch, stow any other devices during the school day, 
and get outside daily.

COMMUNICATION AND QUESTIONS

Parents should follow the communication guidelines as 
explained in the Family Handbook. 

For general questions, contact Anne Coyner at 
cwsoffice@cwaldorf.org. For technical issues regarding 
Distance Learning, contact Amanda Polson at 
apolson@cwaldorf.org.


